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Soap Box— 
Words from our President 


What a great Summer Bash 
2005 we had, the San Diego 
DX Club did a wonderful job 
this year and a special thanks 
to Glenn, K6NA for allowing 
everyone to invade his QTH 
and turn his yard into “The 
Party Zone”. The Bash at- 
tracted a large crowed as 
Y¥ usual including a large ARRL 
; 4 contingent including the cur- 
rent Southwestern Div. direc- 
tor, the Orange and San Diego 
Section Managers, and the San Diego Assistant 
Section Manager. Even Chuck KR6C showed up 
and let us know he is still a member of the club. 
Our two youngest members Jay, W6JAY and Reid, 
K6LRB were also in attendance. Without going 
through the whole list lets just say that we saw a lot 
of old friends and a lot of ... ahh well “stories” were 
floating around the Bash. 


This months meeting will be the annual Anchors 
Away (auction) night and | understand from talking 
to several members that a whole bunch of really 
good items will be heading for Culver City for the 
night with hopes of going home to a new QTH. For 
buyers be sure to bring your checkbook or get over 
to the ATM before the meeting and sellers let’s 
make the YL happy and clean that shack, garage 
or storage shed and bring that gear to the auction. 
Skip, KJ6Y will once again be our auctioneer. If you 
have never been to the auction it is without a doubt 


(Continued on page 10) 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DX CLUB 


May 2005 


de the Veep 


Visalia, 2005....BubGbas stile smiling. 


SOZ.cccousecet hello to all. 
Here’s the latest. 


The August meeting 
got off to an unfortu- 
nate start.....well a late 
one. No one showed 
up at the park to open 
our meeting room. Af- 
ter a little wait, the 
Prez took a vote and it 
was decided to take Mel, K6SY, up on his offer 
to use his work QTH lunchroom for our meet- 
ing. Only about half the folks showed up there 
and were treated to a great program on T33C. 
| always enjoy seeing the behind the scene 
photos and hearing all the stories that go with 
them. What hard core DXers go through to 
have an adventure and give us the thrill of a 
new country or new band. 


Speaking of new ones, Bob, N6OX, had a 
good time in Japan, but cannot wait for Peter 1 
in January. He will be going to Serbia- 
Montenegro and work the YT6A contest sta- 
tion. His personal airport shuttle (Bubba and 
the Bubbamobile) will be taking him to the air- 
port Sept. 22nd. | think he is truly fortunate to 
be able to satisfy his wonderlust and to shares 
his adventures with the many of us that are 
unable to roam, for one reason or another. 
Talk about roaming....He is also talking about 
going to Belarus to visit Andy, EU7SA, in April 
and bringing him back for a visit to America 
and the DX Convention in Visalia 2006. 
Speaking of DX.....0h never mind, there will be 
some soon. 


In closing, thanks to Buckwheat (N6OX) for 
letting me share his exciting life and to Mel, 
K6SY, for saving our August meeting. 

See you at Anchors Away in September. 


De da veep, W6ZPL 
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The Secretary's ramblings 


Two Meetings for August 


The crowd lingered in anticipation for the advertised gathering of notable DXer’s. 
Lo, it was not to be. Wait says the President, Wait says the VP. OK, we waited, 
and waited but the key to the room never came. Sounds like a planned DXpedi- 
tion. To the rescue came that famous man from PV, Mel w6sy. Mel offered his 
place of business for our meeting so all took off to Torrance. 47 started out, but 
the trail was rough and only 27 found their way thru the wilderness. 

The program went on as usual and prizes were given to the lucky ticket holders. | 
don’t remember who the first one went to but | know | got two and Wayne and Jeff 


got one. 


We had some notable visitors at the Park. Our very own XYL DXer Marilyn was there. Marilyn was oper- 
ating from Prince Edward Island as n6gil/vy2. Congratulations Marilyn, you did a great job. 


Dino Darling, k6rix and his wife Kathy came to the meeting (both) and let us Know he was going to run 
for LA Section mgr. Good luck Dino. Come again. 


Not much can be said about a split meeting but this one had some twists and turns and turned out very 
well. Jim brought the program on DVD and Mel supplied the tools and presented a good program about 
Banaba Island. Now this is a rough place, no electricity except what they brought. Other items were very 
short. Jim showed the remains of many buildings now abandoned. The heavy duty machine shop had 
bits and pieces of equipment and trucks. The electric company had all its gages and dials stationary. 
The hospital had empty rooms and equipment long gone. Banaba became part of Tarawa during the 
WW2 and is now part of the Kirabati group. The DX group did a great job and gave many, many deserv- 
ing hams a Q or two. One of the group was our own Past Presidents, Will k6nd. 


Almost forgot, Don n6ic got his name listed in the 2004 CQ WW for SSB. Congrats Don. 
AND...CQ WW 2004 trophy winner awards went to: 


USA 14 MHz award: - Daniel Hands w7wa. 
Multi-op Single Xmtr World award — ih9p (oprs: i2Ift, i2pja, i8qls, ik2anl, ik2clo, ik2hkt, ik2rzp, ik7jwy, 


ik8eta, in3qgy, in3znr, it9blb, itQwpo, it9zmx, ok1fua, wina. 
Both awards are sponsored by: The Southern California DX Club. Yeah team. 


So what do you say about a broken meet that was saved. You say, THANKS MEL. 
So see you next time in September, same place, and same time. With a key. 


o> \ Sew = 


73 and gud Dx or any DX. 
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Propagation 
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These predictions for the 
five prime HF bands show 
the times when propaga- 
tion is expected to be best 
from Los Angeles to sev- 
eral locations that are ex- 
pected to be active during 
the coming month. 
/y +. Other times are possible, 

’ but with weaker signals or 
‘ lower probability. Open- 
ae : ~ ings are not expected on 
bands that are not listed. 
A solar flux of 95, corresponding to a sunspot 
number of 42, and an average geomagnetic field 
are assumed. Sunrise/sunset times are at 
the DX location. All times are UTC. 


Good luck and good DX from Shel, W6EL. 


VK9X Christmas Island - 9/1 to 9/22 - 
Beam 290 degrees 

Sunrise/sunset (on 9/12) 2257/1051 
80: 1230-1330. 

40: 1030-1400. 

20: 1500-1700. 

15: 1730-1800. 


NEEDED 


The SCDXC Newsletter needs your inputs. 
Articles of interest to hams are wanted. We pay 
the highest rates for accepted articles. Photos 
are welcome. Send your stuff to the editor, 
K6EXO, at harv@scdxc.org 
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by Shel, W6EL 


TK Corsica - 9/5 to 9/30 - 

Beam 36 degrees 

Sunrise/sunset (on 9/18) 0512/1724 
40: 0230-0500. 

15: 1630-2000. 


HBO Liechtenstein - 9/17 to 9/23 - 
Beam 32 degrees 

Sunrise/sunset (on 9/20) 0511/1719 
40: 0230-0500. 

15: 1630-1930. 


TK Corsica (again) - 9/23 to 10/2 - 
Beam 36 degrees 

Sunrise/sunset (on 9/28) 0522/1707 
80: 0400-0430. 

40: 0200-0530. 

20: Around 2330. 

15: 1630-1930. 


K7C (KH7K) - 9/23 to 10/8 - Beam 281 degrees 
Sunrise/sunset (on 10/1) 1750/0535 

80: 0730-1330. 

40: 0600-1400. 

20: 0300-0600 and around 1700. 

15: 1830-0300. 


SB QST ARL ARLB019 


ARRL members in the Los Angeles Section 

have re-elected incumbent Section Manager 

Phineas J. Icenbice Jr, W6BF. He edged out 

Dino Darling, K6RIX, 515 to 498 to retain his 
post for another two years. 


BPL TESTING san Diego Gas & Electric Company ("SDG&E") is installing its first test BPL system 
in Zip Code 92123. It's a small system, and 92123 happens to be the Zip Code of Ham Radio Outlet, although we 
do not know if the BPL equipment will illuminate HRO's store which would make an interesting test 

bed. (ARRL's local representative is Jim Stevenson, W6Y1.) 


Official SDG&E BPL RFI observers were invited to make baseline RF measurements and observe spectrum tests 
on Wednesday, July 27, 2005, before the first BPL equipment was installed. The system is scheduled to become 
operational on August 31, 2005 and could be left on for a year. 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DX CLUB 


The August 21, 2005, bash was held at K6NA, Glenn Rattmann's QTH. Thanks Glenn! 
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Military Radio: Instructing SCR-399/BC-610E Operation 
John VanEgmond KI6ZS 


In my recent involvement on several AM nets using my Collins 32V-1 AM transmitter & 75A-I receiver 
combination, | noticed that the Hallicrafter's BC-610 transmitter is still very popular by the AM amateur 
community, and considered one of the pre-eminent AM transmitters. | never owned one, but hearing 
about it reminded me of the time during the early fiftieth that | was an instructor in the Dutch Army Signal 
Corps teaching the operation of the SCR-399 Mobile HF Station. This system had just arrived in the in- 
ventory of the Dutch Army, and because of my radio amateur background | was picked to receive train- 
ing from the Hallicrafter field engineer to become the first instructor in the Dutch Signal Corps on the 
SCR-399, which included the BC-610E transmitter. The pictures below show the sheltered SCR-399 
Mobile HF Station, and yours truly explaining the operation of the BC-610E transmitter to a class of fu- 
ture military radio operators and maintenance technicians. 


RADIO ser 


a 
ae iy 


RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 
ea 


The Dutch Signal Corps became an independent part of the Army in 1949. When the Dutch forces re- 
turned from Indonesia in 1950, an Army Corps for NATO had to be formed. Initially, most of the modern 
communication equipment was provided out of British and Canadian supply depots. Officers and NCOs 
were trained at the School of Signals in Catterick, England, and other ranks were trained at the Signal 
School at The Hague. Although the SCR-399/BC-610 had been in the inventory of the American Army 
since 1939, it only became an item in the Dutch Signal Corps in 1953. The SCR-399 stayed in the Dutch 
Army's inventory until the early seventieth. 


The SCR-399 Mobile HF Station covers a frequency range of 2-18 MHz. The BC-610E transmitter pro- 
vides an output power of 400 watts CW or 300 watts on AM from a single Eimac 250 TH triode final 
stage. The BC-610 design is based on Hallicrafter's HT-4 amateur transmitter, which started life as early 
as 1938. The operating band is covered with a set of plug-in Tuning Units and Tank Coils and can either 
be Crystal or MO controlled. The Mobile HF Station consists of two BC-342 receivers, which can operate 
in either a Frequency Diversity or a Single Channel mode, each having a separate half- wave 

doublet a 

erator mounted on a K-52 trailer. For the class- room setting, all units located in the shelter were removed 
and placed in the room. The remotely controllable PE-95 can be placed up to a distance of 100 feet from 
the Radio Set. 
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The Mobile HF Station uses two half-wave doublets for receiving antennas. These antennas have to be 
spaced 3 wavelengths or 1,000 feet maximum apart for satisfactory space diversity reception. Three wire- 
guided 35 feet high masts support each antenna. The dipole length is determined from a chart for the 
chosen frequency. A rhombic or a doublet antenna is available for the transmitter. The rhombic antenna 
provides directional gain and is used were a doublet antenna does not provide sufficient signal strength. 
Though the original Signal Corps requirements were for communication points up to 100 miles, under fa- 
vorable conditions these SCR-399 Mobile HF Stations made and maintained contact over 2,300 miles of 
land and sea. 


The classroom instruction covered the overall system block diagram, power-up procedure which included 
starting the PE-95 Power Unit, initial adjustments and the tune-up procedure of the transmitter and an- 
tenna unit. A light-bulb dummy load was used for in class room instruction. The Frequency Meter BC-221 
was used for calibrating the desired transmitter frequency when in the Master Oscillator (MO) mode. Rou- 
tine maintenance of the PE-95 Power Unit was also included in the instruction. The class instruction on 
Mobile HF Station operation and minor maintenance was spread across several weeks with 4 hours per 
week. The last week of the training course was dedicated to operating the Mobile HF Station in the field, 
which included setting-up the Radio Set and Power Generator trailer and installing the antenna system. 
With the equipment properly installed in the shelter, the Mobile HF Station was ready for initial adjust- 
ments. 


Before starting the PE-95, all switches on the transmitter had to be in the OFF position so that high volt- 
age cannot be applied accidentally. Application of the voltage before warm-up and tune-up of the set 
could lead to breakdown of components. If not crystal controlled, the first step in the tune-up sequence 
was to check the frequency using the BC-221 Frequency Meter. Before this check however, the proper 
Tuning Unit and PA plate coil had to be installed in the BC-610 transmitter. This selection was made us- 
ing tables that indicated the frequency range of each plate coil. Tuning the transmitter is basically stan- 
dard procedure using the tuning charts for given values in grid and plate currents, and loading up the 
transmitter for maximum power using the antenna tuning -unit. The whole process was repeated several 
times to give the radio operators and field technician confidence to set up the overall system in less than 
two hours during field practice. From my early experience with SCR-399 Mobile HF Station, | found that 
the BC 610E was a very reliable and good performing part of the overall SCR-399 system. Fifty years 
later, this Hallicrafter transmitter is still used by many radio amateurs who like to work AM. 


SB QST ARL ARLB0O20 
ARLBO20 Higher Amateur Radio vanity call sign application fee now in effect 


The application fee for an Amateur Radio vanity call sign rose to $21.90 effective for applications re- 
ceived on or after Tuesday, 

August 23. The FCC's Wireless Telecommunications Bureau released a new Fee Filing Guide this 
week, and WTB personnel have confirmed that the new vanity fee is in effect. 


In a Report and Order and Order On Reconsideration (R&O) in the assessment and collection of 
regulatory fees for fiscal years 2004 and 2005 released July 7, the FCC raised the vanity application 
fee for FY 2005 from $20.80 to $21.90 for the 10-year license term. The FCC said it had adjusted FY 
2004 "payment units" for each service to better reflect expected FY 2005 payment liabilities. The fee 
went up from $16.30 to $20.80 a year ago. 
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git Man Jo 


Joe takes a vacation! © 


Here is a nice shot of Joe in front of the 
cabin we stayed in. Notice the bug spray!!! 
Marian 


Here is a picture of our tent village on the 
ferry. We slept like this for 3 days!!!! marian 


JoeChops 


Big Fish 


JoeCanoe Joe canoeing deep...in the 
heart of the Yukon, Canada 
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(Continued from page 2) 
one of the funnest meetings we have every 
year. 


De da PREZ 


Elections are headed to a meeting near you in 
January and we are looking for people who 
would like to serve on the board. The board po- 
sitions are really a lot of fun and this club is only 
as good as what you put into it. So if you can 
spare a couple of house on 3-4 Saturdays next 
year please let me know. We really do have a 
lot of fun on the board so please consider run- 
ning for an office. 


Last month we had a little problem with the 
meeting location. When 7:30pm rolled around 
the room was shut up tight as a drum and no 
one showed up to open it. We had a little glitch 
in the system so the error was our fault. The 
problem has been corrected and we are good to 
go for another year that our current location. | 
would like to thank Mel, K6SY for bailing us out 
and allowing the meeting to take a little road trip 
down the freeway to his office for the meeting. 


One last thing, I’m sure most of you have no- 
ticed the terrible conditions on the bands lately. 
There are two things to keep in mind, one is that 
winter conditions on the low bands are just 
around to corner and | can see some late nights 
and even more early mornings in my future. The 
second is, that just this week | have been hear- 
ing some discussion of what we are all waiting 
for “the bottom” of cycle 23. While it will be 
some time before we have a definitive answer, 
the talk is starting about the bottom being here 
(a little optimistic?) or at least not far off. Either 
way it means that soon we will all be speculating 
on just how good will cycle 24 will be. 


NCDXF ELECTION 


At its Board of Directors meeting on August 5, 2005 
in Corte Madera, CA, the Northern California DX 
Foundation re-elected the following officers and di- 
rectors: 


President Len Geraldi K6ANP 
Vice President Al Burnham K6RIM 
Secretary Tom McShane NW6P 
Treasurer Bruce Butler W60SP 
Director Rusty Epps W6O0AT 
Director Dave Pugatch KI6BWF 
Director Chuck Ternes N60J 
Director Glenn Vinson W60TC 
Director Steve Merchant K6AW 
Director Ken Anderson K6TA 
Director Tim Totten N4GN 
de EU7SA 


Here is a couple of pics from the recent ROK lota 
DXpedition to Shalaurova Island (AS-083). They 
have a Web page at www.rOk.ru 

The pics came to us from Andy, EU7SA 
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Who We Are 
The SCDXC Newsletter is pub- 
lished monthly by the Southern 
California DX Club and is e-mailed 
to all club members. 


Please notify the editor if you do 
not receive your newsletter, have 
a change of address, or have 
found an error. 


Please direct all submissions to the 
editor. 


The SCDXC generally permits re- 
use of any article in the Newsletter 
as long as the newsletter and the 
article's author are credited. How- 
ever, some articles may be copy- 
righted by the author. Please con- 
tact the editor. 


Club Repeater: W6AM/R 
145.48 MHz, 100 Hz PL 
Club Web Site: www.scdxc.org 


Newsletter Editor: 

Harvey Shore K6EXO 

6433 Pat Ave West Hills, CA 
91307 

(818) 716-5681 

E-mail: harv@scdxc.org 
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For giveaway: 

For those who like to "do it 
themselves", I've got pieces of 
antennas laying in my back- 
yard that are available for 
anyone who would like to 
come pick them up. There are 
two or three old three-element 
beams, a couple of 12-element 
2m beams, lots of pipes and 
one triangular tower for roof 
mount, maybe ten or twelve 
feet tall. You pick any of it up 
and haul it away. 


Expert Tower ‘and Antenna 
Installation, Sales and Service 


New and Used Equipment 
TV Systems - Satellite TV 


Skip Bolnick, KJ6Y 
22712 Califa Street 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
(818) 887-3569 
e mail K.J6Y @aol.com 
http://members.aol.com/ 
kj6y/skip. html 


COMMUNICATIONS 
SERVICE COMPANY 


within 50 miles (if | can bring my 
wife along to keep me company!). 


For giveaway: For those who 
want to relive "the good old 
days", 

I've got a 28" high, 19" rack 
cabinet, black. It's really dirty, 
having sat in my garage four 
thirty years or so, but will clean 
up really nicely. It's yours for 
the taking. 


73/Don, K6IPV 
2388 Ganesha Ave. 
Altadena 91001 
626-797-4591 


For sale: A Kenwod TS-50 
transceiver, complete with 
mike, mobile mounting bracket 
and manual. Used at the last 
three Hollywood Hills 

QRP Contest Club Field Day 
efforts. It works really 

well. $400.00. 

You pay my price, I'll deliver 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION, New or Renewal 
Return to membership chairman: Larry Mallek 2528 Britain Way, Anaheim CA, 92801-1413 


CALL 

MAILING ADDRESS 
CITY/STATE/ZIP 
E-MATL 


HOME TELEPHONE ( ) - 


WORK TELEPHONE ( ) - 


SCDXC Dues are $18.00 per year, make checks payable to SCDXC 


UN' 


ELECTRONI 310-390-8003 FAX 310-390-4393 


HOURS M-F 9:00 - 6:00 SAT 9:00-5:00 ESPANOL & PORTUGUESE 
5563 SEPULVEDA BLVD., CULVER CITY, CA 90230 


PeT {+ | 
Anaheim Burbank San Diego 

Janet, KL7MF Eric, KAG1HT Tom, KM6K 

933 N. Euclid St. 2492 W. Victory Blvd. 5375 Keamy Villa Rd. 
Anaheim, CA 92801 Burbank, CA 91506 San Diego, CA 92123 

(714) 533-7373 (818) 842-1786 (619) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 (800) 854-6046 (800) 854-6046 


Were’re on the web DX IS! 
www.scdxc.org And don’t you forget it! 


These local Amateur Radio Stores help the SCDXC by 
offering discounts on items we purchase for our raf- 


*Bird wattmeters 
*Tohtsu Coax relays fles. 
(espe, *RFI chokes 


fk Hy, Tle Sami, hen *Samlex power supplies 


Antenna Installations > @ 
Dan W7RF a 12 
310 478-4987 7 


www.radiodan.com 


FORD Electronics, Inc. 


